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Der Hollander: Norman Bailey (bass-baritone) / Senta: Janis Martin (soprano)
Erik: René Kollo (tenor) / Daland: Martti Talvela (bass)
Chicago Symphony Chorus & Orchestra / Georg Solti (conductor)
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WAGNER 4N
Die fliegende Hollénder CEANEEAD 138’

First performed in 1843, Die fliegende Holldnder (The Flying Dutchman) was
Richard Wagner's first major operatic success and marked the beginning of his
mature musical style. Featuring dramatic choruses, vivid orchestral writing,
and Senta’s celebrated Ballad, it remains one of Wagner’s most compelling and
accessible operas.

Based on a legendary ghost ship named ‘The Flying Dutchman’ being
condemned to sail the seas forever, Die fliegende Holldnder explores themes

of redemption, sacrifice, and eternal love, ideas that would remain central
throughout Wagner’s later works. The mysterious man, also named Dutchman,
can only be released from his curse through the faithful love of a woman. When
he encounters Senta, the daughter of a Norwegian sea captain, she becomes
determined to save him, despite the consequences.

This month’s stellar cast recording features bass-baritone Norman Bailey as the
Dutchman, soprano Janis Martin as Senta, tenor René Kollo as Erik, and bass
Martti Talvela as Daland, with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and Chorus
conducted by Georg Solti.
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This introduction was written by Alex Tam.
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